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Dublin Rathdown Constituency

Josepha 

MADIGAN TD
Minister of State for Special Education and Inclusion

Churchtown & Dundrum Update

Dear Resident, 
The opening months of 2022 have 
been very busy for us all. It has seen the 
winding down of the remaining Covid-19 
restrictions and an almost complete return 
to normal life. The current epidemiological 
situation in Ireland continues to be broadly 
positive mainly due to very high uptake of 
the vaccines and the publics outstanding 
perseverance and adherence to the public 
health guidelines. 

Unfortunately, as we move on from 
one of the most significant crises any 
Government in the history of the State 
has ever had to manage, we see ourselves 
facing another potentially catastrophic 
crisis. The conflict in Ukraine has forced 
our country once again to step up to the 
mark, to assist our European neighbours 
in their time of absolute need. We have 
joined our European allies in enforcing 
the strictest possible sanctions on the 
Russian Government. Our condemnation 
of this breach of international law in our 
National Parliament, at the United Nations 
Security Council, and on the streets of our 
capital see our country united in solidarity 
with the Ukrainian people. It is heartening 
to see the solidarity and unity that we all 
witnessed during the pandemic evidenced 
in the outpouring of support for Ukraine in 
recent weeks. 

As always, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with me if I can be of any assistance 
to you.

Yours sincerely,

July Provision Programme  
2022 Announcement
I recently announced the details of this 
year’s Summer Provision Programme 
for children with additional needs. The 
Covid-19 pandemic and associated 
disruption to education, including 
school closures, has had hugely adverse 
consequences for many children and their 
families. 

The effect on children with complex SEN 
and those at greatest risk of educational 
disadvantage is even greater. 

The interruption of the regular school 
routine, social interaction with friends and 
other school supports, as well as changing 
teachers and Special Needs Assistant 
(SNAs) due to substitution, has presented 
a risk of regression in the learning, social 
and emotional development and wellbeing 
of these children.

Building on the successful 2021 
programme, all schools (primary and 
post-primary) will once again be 
encouraged to provide summer 
programmes including post-primary 
children with complex needs and children 
at risk of educational disadvantage. It’s 
estimated that up to 48,000 students with 
SEN will take part in this year’s programme, 
an increase of 10,000 on 2021. 

The programme’s aims are to support 
pupils to re-engage with education, to 
build their confidence and increase their 
motivation, promote wellbeing and for 
some who are at key transition stages, 
help to ensure they can move on to their 
planned educational placement next 
September 
along with their 
peers.

Up to €40 million 
is available 
to fund the 
programme in 
line with that 

available in 2021 and is seen as a measure 
relating to the continued impact of 
Covid-19 on schools and families during 
the 2021/22 school year.

A key objective of this year’s scheme is to 
increase the number of schools offering 
the summer programme to their students. 
Steps have been taken to afford schools 
as much flexibility as possible, and to ease 
administrative requirements. 

This year there is provision to recruit newly 
qualified teachers graduating this summer 
as well as undergraduate student teachers 
who have registered with the Teaching 
Council under Route 5.

A home-based summer programme will 
continue to be available for children with 
complex needs where their schools are 
not providing a school based programme.

Madigan Moments
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Measures to tackle 
Inflation
The Government has recognised the challenges 
of rising prices last October in Budget 2022 
when we brought in a package of measures 
worth over €1bn in tax and social welfare 
changes to respond to these challenges. 
The Government also agreed a further package 
of €505 million, including the €200 energy credit 
and a lump sum payment of €125 for those in 
receipt of the fuel allowance.
The Government agreed a temporary reduction 
in excise duty on petrol, diesel and Marked Gas 
Oil to take effect tomorrow, Thursday 10th 
March until the 31 August. Excise duty will 
reduce by 20cent per litre of petrol and 15 cent 
per litre of diesel. There will also be a reduction 
of 2cent in the excise duty on marked gas oil. 
The cost of these reductions is €320 million.
These temporary reductions are expected 
to reduce the cost of a fill of a 60 litre tank by 
€12 for petrol, and €9 for diesel. This will assist 
all transport users, rural and urban, including 
commuters, businesses and farmers.
Taxsaver fares on all subsidised public transport 
services are to be reduced by an average of 20 
per cent from the beginning of April.

Measure Details  2022 Cost 
€m

Fuel Allowance 
lump sum 
payment

Additional amount of €125 
per recipient payable in  
mid-March

49m

Energy credit
Increase in Energy credit 
payment to €200 inclusive 
of VAT (€176 excl. VAT)

185m

Previously 
announced 
Energy Credit

Previously announced credit 
of €100 excluding VAT 215m

Working Family 
Payment

Increase in weekly income 
threshold of  €10 to apply 
from 1st April

4m

Drugs Payment 
Scheme  

The DPS threshold will be 
further reduced to €80  
per month, having been 
reduced to €100 per month 
in Budget 2022

17m

School Transport

The maximum annual 
charge will be reduced  to 
€150 per family at primary 
level and €500 per family  
at post-primary level from 
the next academic year

3m

Public  Transport
A 20% reduction will apply in 
PSO Public Transport fares 
until the end of 2022

54m

Total                                                           527,000,000

De La Salle Open 
Day 2022
I was delighted to join the students 
and staff at De La Salle College, 
Churchtown recently to celebrate their 
Open Day 2022. I also had the honour 
of opening their brand new Arts 
building and ASD room. I know that 
these two fantastic new additions to 
this wonderful school will support and 
encourage students for years to come!

Rosemount
I recently joined Rosemount Family Resource Centre in their 
'Hello, how are you' campaign event in collaboration with 
Mental Health Ireland. These amazing organizations and the 
services they provide are needed now more than ever before, 
especially in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic which had a 
devastating impact on the mental health of so many people.
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St. Benildus College Class  
Visit to Leinster House
I was delighted to 
welcome the 6th year 
students and their 
teacher Ms Downey 
from St. Benildus 
College into Leinster 
House for a tour and a 
discussion about the 
history and make-up 
of the Irish political 
landscape. It was a 
great opportunity 
to discuss some of the issues that matter most to young 
people today - in this case the cost of public transport, the 
cost of a trip to the barbers, and future housing needs.

Celebrating EU50 Day with 
Ballinteer Community School
I joined Henrique Sousa de Azevedo, Deputy Head of Mission 
at the Embassy of Portugal, and the students and staff at 
Ballinteer Community School to celebrate 50 years of Ireland’s 
membership of the EU. We had a very fruitful discussion about 

what it truly means 
to be an EU citizen, 
and looked at some 
of the benefits of 
the EU including the 
Euro currency, the Erasmus study programme, free and frictionless 
movement to any member state, and the women’s rights. It is crucial 
that younger generations engage with the EU and shape it for 
themselves in the future ahead, be it in the areas of climate change, 
humanitarianism and international development, the protection 
and promotion of minority groups rights, or international trade and 
commerce.

Live on Air
It is a pivotal part of my role as 
Minister to communicate the 
Governments message and core 
policies to the electorate via radio 
and television. It isn't always easy 
and the opposition, journalists, 
and the wider public demand 
answers on a whole range of 
issues and to be kept informed 
about solutions to the various 
issues of the day.

Muslim National School
I had a very productive meeting John McDonnell, Principal of the 
Muslim National School along with the Islamic Cultural Centre of 
Ireland in Clonskeagh
This school has made 
the incredibly kind and 
generous offer of taking 
in 100 Ukrainian students 
as a result of the war 
and to help some of the 
thousands of Ukrainians 
who have arrived seeking 
safety and support. I will 
work with my officials in 
the Department of Education to see 
that they receive the resources and 
necessary engagement to make this 
a reality as soon as possible. 
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Department of Education Supports 
for Ukrainians
As Minister, I want to see the Department of Education play its full part in the Government-
wide strategy to welcome and support Ukrainian refugees. My Department is taking the 
following measures to support Ukrainian children in continuing their education.  

 Resources to support learners with English as an additional language 

 Psychological supports for children after the trauma they have endured

 Department helpline in English and Ukrainian 

 Expediting registration process for Ukrainian teachers coming to Ireland

In addition, the Department of Social Protection will be supporting incoming refugees with access to a PPSN 
in order to avail of various Social Welfare supports.  The Minister for Health has already announced that people 
from Ukraine seeking temporary protection here will receive a medical card and 
will have full access to health services. Ireland has announced 
contributions totalling €20 million in humanitarian assistance from 
Irish Aid funding to support humanitarian partners in Ukraine and 
neighbouring countries.

Standing in Solidarity 
with Ukraine at the 
Russian Embassy
I was humbled by the peaceful protests 
held outside the Russian Embassy located 
in our constituency. I was delighted to join 
other Oireachtas members in denouncing 
the Russian invasion, and reaffirm the 
Government’s position on welcoming 
Ukrainian refugees to Ireland.
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